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(C)  Post  received  a reliable  report  on  the  fate  of  the 
approximately  900  Eritreans  deported  from  Egypt  in  June. 

About  80%  (720)  of  the  prisoners  were  military  deserters,  who 
were  returned  to  their  units  after  a couple  of  weeks  of 
processing.  Another  30  to  50  deportees  were  considered 
"crimimals"  and  remain  either  in  the  Wia  disciplinary  camp 
(where  all  of  the  deportees  were  initially  taken)  or  in  one 
of  Eritrea's  other  prisons.  Post's  source,  whose  close 
relative  works  as  an  administrator  at  Wia,  corroborated 
Eritrean  media  reports  that  the  GSE  threw  a party  for  the 
remaining  130  to  150  returnees,  provided  a 500  Nakfa  ($33) 
cash  payment  to  each  person,  and  allowed  them  to  return  home 
almost  immediately.  The  contact  added  that  each  Egypt  Air 
flight  containing  deportees  had  between  30  and  40  Egyptian 
soldiers  on  board. 
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